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The “Gothic” Worldview and the Identity of “Maiden”
A trial of phenomenology on the soul around a street fashion

Noriaki Nishimura

In this paper, a genre of street fashion expressing the adolescent girls’ identity , called
"Gothic & Lolita" was taken up, and “the logic of the soul” seen there was pursued. It
turned out that the girls who were fascinated with this genre and performed it would
discover their existences in the neighborhood of the destructive “darkness” , and find
out their identities in living “the innocence” consciously. In the background the pair
archetype of Saturn — puera(maiden) was seen through. Their yearning after “the doll”
was interpreted as their wanting to express “the static,eternal realities" (Berry,P.) on
their own bodies and existences by imagining “the trauma”, performing “the innocence”
which had been lost already,and stopping their everyday constitution of the world. A
way of the identities which adolescent girls had made up in the days ,when many kinds
of imaginative worldviews had been enjoyed,was brought into relief.

Key Words: the adolescent girls' identity, the logic of the soul, the pair archetype of

Saturn — puera, imaginative worldviews



