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A Sociological Study on Children at the Age of around Ten

Yasunori Kudo

This paper investigates the socialization process of children around age ten. The
first section discusses why this topic is significant, and how clinical psychologists
and teachers who have close contacts with children view this process. The second
section reviews related literature in the field of education, psychology, and
anthropology. The literature review shows that various socialization processes
around this age are strongly affected by the cognitive development of capabilities
for "abstraction." It also indicates that the symbolic interaction approach is most
effective for an analysis of a socialization process of children of this age group.
The third section examines how N.K.Denzin, who is one of the leading symbolic
interaction theorists, conceptualizes the socialization process for children. Based
on his analysis, I hypothesize that the development of cognitive capability for
"abstraction” which occurs around age ten would be reflected in a change in the
types of "play” children engage in around that age. Around that age, children's play
changes from one type to the other-from the "playing-at-game" stage to the
"playing-a-game" stage. In the last section, this hypothesis is tested with the survey
data (the Child's Play Survey). From the results of the data analysis, supplemented
with the argument | formally made in another paper, the following conclusion is
reached. The fourth grade (around age ten) is the time when the cognitive
capability for "abstraction” develops rapidly. Around that time, with such
development of cognitive capabilities, the nature of children's play changes from
one stage to the other (from the "playing-at-game" stage to the "playing-a-game"
stage). By the time children reach the fifth/sixth grade, such transformation is
completed, and they attain the new concept of "self" which is suitable for their
newly achieved physical and psychological maturity.

Key words : socialization, abstraction, N.K.Denzin




