Transformation of regional recognition by community development: A study through a discourse
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analysis of the development of Tsukuba Science City.

Ko HAYAKAWA

Jin-ai University

This article discusses the effects of "Machizukuri" (community development) on regional
recognition. More specifically, we examined the effects with a focus on how regional recognition
was created by a combination of changes in objects, processes and images during the development
of the community, by following the progress of the development of Tsukuba Science City in
Tsukuba City, Ibaraki Prefecture in Japan.

The community development of Tsukuba City has been promoted under a national plan, "Tsukuba
Science City Design", since the 1960s. With the progress of development and the accompanying
increase of incomers, the local community explained differences between the new culture and the
old culture using the phrases "old residents" and "new residents". After further development, these
expressions were transformed into words "Tsukuba (in Kanji)" and "Tsukuba (in Hiragana)", which
are based on a spatial difference. However, when a railway line, the Tsukuba Express, was opened
to traffic in 2005, both cultures became factors representing the new "Tsukuba (in Hiragana)".
We made an attempt to present a viewing angle that captures a local community by following
the transformation process of regional recognition associated with "Machizukuri" (community

development).
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